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UPDATED RECOMMENDATION 
 

FACE COVERINGS IN CHURCHES 
 
 

The Church leaders, including Archbishop Eamon Martin, following recent consultations with public 
health authorities, are formally recommending and encouraging the use of face coverings at all Masses 
and other liturgical celebrations, along with the ongoing maintenance of 2 metre physical distancing, 
from Sunday 30th August 2020, and earlier if practicable. 
 
It should however be noted that some people are exempt from the wearing of face coverings, as 
outlined in public health agency guidance: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-
face-coverings 
 
It has become increasingly clear that the wearing of face coverings, in conjunction with hand washing 
etc, is likely to reduce the spread of Coronavirus, thus helping to protect others. The use of face 
coverings is therefore one way in which we can evidence protection for the most vulnerable, support for 
our health workers and practical love for our neighbour. 
 

 
 

Scripture Readings 
First Reading  Isaiah 55: 6-9   God's ways are far beyond the ways of human beings.  
Psalm   Psalm 144 (145)  God is near to those who call upon him.   

Second Reading Philippians 1:20-24,27  St. Paul tells the Philippians to live for Christ. 

Gospel   Matthew 20: 1-16  In the parable of the workers in the vineyard, Jesus  
       teaches about God's generous mercy. 

 

Parish of St. Bernadette 
 
 

25thSunday in Ordinary Time 
 

    Sunday 20thSeptember 2020 
 

      Sunday Cycle A   
      

      Psalter Week 1 
 

 

 

Parish Contact Details 
 

Parish website:    www.stbernadettesparish.org 
Parish e-mail address:   stbernadettes@downandconnor.org 
Fr. Brendan Hickland PP:  Holy Rosary Presbytery, 503 Ormeau Road.  Telephone 90642446 
Fr. Michael Spence CC:   28 Willowbank Park. Telephone 90793023 Option 2 
Parish Office:    Telephone 90793023 Option 1 

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-face-coverings
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-face-coverings
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-86U0hHH_3tg/Wbk5K01UlOI/AAAAAAAAFjA/Ej-sq0CGggcBOkC_XDj0ZNEJpfxqpNE-ACKgBGAs/s1600/25th-sunday-lent-hymn-and-song-ideas-suggestions.png
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Reflection  
In today's Gospel, Jesus moves from Galilee to teach in 

Judea where he is sought out by great crowds and tested by 

the Pharisees on issues such as marriage and divorce. Jesus 

also encounters a rich young man who is unable to accept 

Jesus' demand that he leave his possessions to follow him. 

Jesus' response to the rich young man sounds very much 

like the conclusion we will find in today's Gospel: the first 

will be last and the last will be first. 

On the surface, the parable of the workers in the vineyard 

appears to be an offense to common sense. Those who 

work a longer day ought to be paid more than those who work just an hour or two. When viewed in this way, the 

landowner seems unfair. That is because we are reading into the parable our own preconceived notions of how 

fairness and equality should be quantified. 

A close read shows us that the landowner paid on the terms that were negotiated. The landowner, it seems, has 

acted completely justly. The parable goes beyond that, however, and we come to see that the landowner is not 

simply just, he is exceptionally just. He is radically just. He has given those who laboured in the field for a full day 

their due pay. But he has also given a full-day's wage to those who worked only a single hour. No one is cheated, 

but a few receive abundantly from the landowner just as we receive from God more than what is merely 

justifiable or due. God, like the landowner, is radically just and abundantly generous. The workers who complain 

are made to look foolish as they lament the 

fact that landowner has made all workers 

equal. Indeed, what more could one ask for 

than to be treated as an equal at work or 

anywhere else? 

The parable reminds us that although God 

owes us nothing, he offers abundantly and 

equally. We are occasionally tempted to think that our own actions deserve more reward, more of God's 

abundant mercy, than the actions of others. But God's generosity cannot be quantified or partitioned into 

different amounts for different people. When we think that way, we are trying to relate to God on our terms 

rather than to accept God's radically different ways.   (From Loyola Press, see loyolapress.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

"Why be envious, 
because I am 
generous?" 
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As well as addressing the issue of God's generosity in this parable, Jesus also raised the problem of envy. 

 The older brothers of Joseph, Cain, the elder son in the parable popularly known as the Prodigal Son, countless 

wicked stepmothers—all suffered from envy. Envy begrudges another what we think we lack or feel we deserve. 

It has a terrible and sometimes paralyzing effect on us. We 

cannot think rationally, we cannot act rationally. Sometimes we 

cannot act at all, but seethe with resentment. Other times the 

corrosive emotions of anger and despair drive us to harm the 

object of our envy in some way. As a child, we may have struck 

another or taken something from him that he loved and 

destroyed it. As older and more subtle adults we use the 

weapons of gossip, criticism, cynicism and indifference to wound 

those we envy.  

The spiritual writer Ronald Rolheiser in his book Sacred Fire makes a number of points about envy. "One of the 

ways that envy manifests itself in the mature adult is in the form of feeling threatened, however subtly, by the 

talents, achievements, and beauty of others. ... ... We can do an inventory on ourselves  apposite the sin of envy by 

asking ourselves these questions: How often in a given day do I praise another as opposed to criticize another? 

How often do I nitpick, and why do I nitpick?... Why do I experience a secret glee upon hearing about the fall from 

grace of a celebrity? ... 

Another way envy can manifest itself in the mature person is "in embittered moralizing and the resentment that 

others who are not as faithful as we are get to enjoy God's free love just as much as we do. Jesus addresses this 

explicitly in his parable about the vineyard workers who came at different hours, warning that we can end up 

having everything and enjoying nothing because we are watching what everyone else is getting." 

 Envy is very difficult to shed. Recognizing the blessings in our lives and living in gratitude and thanking God by 

enjoying our lives, these are the medicines to counteract envy.  

Let us pray to God for the clarity of vision to recognize and root out envy in myself, and to recognize and change 

behaviours which may cause people to envy me. 

A Prayer 
Again, from Isaiah: 

 My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are my ways your ways. 

 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 

Lord, grant me the wisdom to know the limitations of my own desires and judgments. Help me to understand and 

appreciate that your love and care transcends all logic. Help me to be more like you in my generosity to others 

around me—generosity with my possessions, and generosity in my understating of others. I especially pray for… 
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Saints of the Week 

Sunday 20th September 25thSunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday  21st September St. Matthew, apostle & evangelist 
Tuesday 22nd September 25th Week in Ordinary Time  
Wednesday  23rd September St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 
Thursday  24th September 25th Week in Ordinary Time  
Friday   25thSeptember 25th Week in Ordinary Time  
Saturday  26th September Sts. Cosmas & Damian, martyrs  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 
in our continuing reflections on the current pandemic in 
the light of the Church’s social doctrine, we have seen 
the vital role played by the many people who generously 
care for others, especially the sick, elderly and most 
vulnerable. We have also recognized our responsibility 
to care for the natural world, whose beauty is all too 
often ignored and its resources squandered. In order to 
regain a proper sense of our place within God’s creation, 
and of our call to respect and care for the earth and one 
another, we need to learn anew the art of 
contemplation. For when we enter into silence and 
contemplate our interconnected world, we come to 
appreciate the true meaning and value of all creatures, 
for each in its own way reflects something of God’s 
infinite wisdom, goodness and beauty. Contemplation 
teaches us how integral we all are to the whole of 
creation, our calling to be faithful stewards of its riches, 
and our need to preserve it for future generations. 
 
Summary of the Holy Father's words spoken at General 
Audience in Rome on Wednesday 16th September 
2020 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=ioP/JlhO&id=ADD7F49571000D440A11A243DA2633A4DCCD1497&thid=OIP.ioP_JlhOFU3Gc-vdxskUcwHaJ6&mediaurl=http://www.stjudefw.org/church/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Saint-Matthew.jpg&exph=450&expw=336&q=st+matthew&simid=608010985317599302&ck=5C6C59A37EA165A52509870722A6BA2E&selectedIndex=59&FORM=IRPRST
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July 2020 
 

Dear Parishioners of Holy Rosary and St. Bernadette’s, 
 
I hope you are keeping well in these extraordinary times. In this letter I would like to raise three 
important issues with you. 
 

1. Consultation on the Possible Re-unification of the Parishes. 
 

When I was appointed by Bishop Treanor to serve as Parish Priest to the parishes of Holy Rosary and St. 
Bernadette’s, the Bishop also spoke of the possibility that the two Parishes might become one again.  
Indeed, a number of parishioners, when I arrived, thought that the Parishes had been reunited.  Since 
coming to the Parish, I have gradually come to know that there is already much interlinking between the 
two parishes for Mass, Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals etc.  However, at the time I stressed that this 
could only come about after a process of consultation. During our Pastoral Council meetings, in both 
parishes, we had hoped this consultation would have begun by now.  The pandemic prevented that 
from happening. I understand completely and desire that this process must take place with prayer and a 
great deal of sensitivity and transparency.  This is a process that is already taking place in many areas of 
our Diocese, as decisions are taken for the future provision of pastoral services within parishes and 
Pastoral Communities. 
 
I am, therefore, inviting you over the next number of months to write to, or email me, and share your 
thoughts, both positive or negative, regarding the possible re-unification of the Parishes of Holy Rosary 
and St. Bernadette’s.  Your contributions will greatly assist in our reflections and conversations within 
our Pastoral Councils and Finance Committees. 
 

2. Revised Mass Schedule 
 

Currently our Masses at the weekend are at the following times: two 6pm Vigils, 9.00am, 
10am,10.30am. two at 12 noon and 1.15pm.  It will become increasingly difficult to maintain this 
schedule in the near future.  If one or more of the priests is absent from the two parishes because of 
illness, holidays or for some other reason, (e.g. with the declining number of priests we may have to 
cover Mass in another Parish within the Pastoral area), we will not be able to cover the current 
schedule.  Therefore, we need to revise the number and times of Masses.  
Ideally, Canon Bob, Fr. Michael and I would have wanted to consult parishioners on any proposals to 
change Mass times.  It is with regret that, due to present circumstances, we have not been able to do 
so.However, there is a certain urgency about this issue now, as our Churches re-open for public worship.   
We have had the opportunity to consult the Parish Pastoral Councils and have received their support. 
 
We have also discussed the matter with the priests in the six parishes of the South and East Belfast 
Pastoral Community, some of whom are revising Mass schedules too. 
 

 

 

Parish of Holy Rosary and 
Parish of St. Bernadette 

 
Fr. Brendan Hickland 

503 Ormeau Road Belfast BT7 3GR 
Email: b.hickland@downandconnor.org 
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The new schedule for weekend Masses is set out below and will take effect from the weekend of the 
11th/12th July. 
 

New Weekend Mass Schedule 
St. Bernadette’s Church:  Vigil6.00pm and Sunday 11.00am 
Good Shepherd Church:  Sunday  9.00am 10. 30am and 12.30pm 
 
 

We are aware that some parishioners will be upset because the Mass they usually attended, does not 
appear on the new schedule, but we ask for your understanding and support.This schedule will be kept 
under review. 
 
 

3. The Re-opening of Churches for public worship. 
 

It is our intention tore-openGood Shepherd Church and St. Bernadette’s Church for the public 
celebration of Mass from Monday 6th July 2020, but to do so in a way that is safe for all of us, in 
accordance with the civil law and the Diocesan guidelines.   For the months of July and August, the 
weekday Masses will be as follows 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule for July and August 
St. Bernadette’s Church  Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday at 9.30am 
Good Shepherd Church  Thursday, Friday, and Saturday at 10am 
 

With social distancing requirements, the capacity of the Churches will be greatly reduced. The number 
of parishioners able to be present for the celebration of Mass will depend upon the mix of individuals 
and family groups.  In the Church of the Good Shepherd we will have 40 available pews and in the 
Church of St. Bernadette we will have 86 available pews for parishioners who intend to come. 
 

It is particularly important to remember a number of things: 
 

a) Those who are clinically at risk of Covid19, or who have been advised to shield, or those who 
display symptoms,SHOULD NOT attend. 

b) Please remember that the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays/Holy Days has been 
dispensed with during the COVID 19 pandemic crisis. 

c) We will continue to offer online celebrations of Mass from St. Bernadette’s Church.  A webcam 
has also been recently installed in the Good Shepherd Church which may be accessed at 
www.holyrosaryparishbelfast.net 

 

As you are aware each Church must be cleaned and sanitised after each celebration of public Mass. We 
are very grateful to theteams of volunteers who are currently cleaning the Churches to ensure that they 
can stay open for private prayer, but we cannot overburden them, especially as many may be away on 
holiday or back to work.  So, we are urgently appealing for more volunteers to clean and/or act as 
stewards. 
 

I am aware that there is a lot of information in this letter.  We are in a rapidly changing situation and we 
appreciate your patience. On behalf of Canon Bob, Fr. Michael and myself, I thank you for your 
commitment, example, support, and prayers, especially through these difficult months. 
 

I wish you all health, peace, and every blessing for a good summer. 
Yours sincerely, 
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NEW WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE (FROM 11TH/12TH JULY) 
 
St. Bernadette’s Church:  Saturday Vigil 6.00pm and Sunday 11.00am. 
 
Good Shepherd Church:  Sunday 9.00am, 10. 30am and 12.30pm. 
 
 
 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES   
 

Monday 
 

St. Bernadette's 9.30am 

Tuesday 
 

St. Bernadette's 9.30am 

Wednesday 
 

St. Bernadette's 9.30am 

Thursday 
 

Good Shepherd 10am 

Friday 
 

Good Shepherd 10am 

Saturday 
 

Good Shepherd 10am 

 
Masses are open to the public again from Monday 6th July. All Masses in Good Shepherd and St. 

Bernadette's are broadcast live on the internet.  

Visit www.holyrosaryparishbelfast.netand Click on "Holy Rosary Webcam". 

Visit www.stbernadettesparish.org and Click on "Watch Live". 

 
 
 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
Good Shepherd and St. Bernadette's churches are still open for private prayer but 
please note the new days and times (mornings only). 

 
Monday 

 
St. Bernadette's 9am - 12 noon 

Tuesday 
 

St. Bernadette's 9am - 12 noon 

Wednesday 
 

St. Bernadette's 9am - 12 noon 

Thursday 
 

Good Shepherd 9.30 am - 12 noon 

Friday 
 

Good Shepherd 9.30 am - 12 noon 

Saturday 
 

Good Shepherd 9.30 am - 12 noon 
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Bethany Bereavement Support Group 
Our Parish Bethany Bereavement Support Group offers listening and support to those who have been bereaved. 

Telephone No. 07733773758. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Bernadette's SVP conference 
The work of St Bernadette's St Vincent De Paul Conference has not stopped during 

the Covid 19 crisis. We continue to provide vital assistance to those in need as 

individual and family hardship increases in our Parish. Our main source of income 

has always been your generous donations via the red box collections after Mass. 

Unfortunately restricted attendance and safety measures has understandably seen a 

significant reduction in donations.  

If you are able to, could you please consider making a donation via the marked donation box on the wall in the 

side porch of  St Bernadette's Church or leave a marked envelope stating SVP either in the Church offering 

collection box or through the door of the Parochial House at 28 Willowbank Park?  

Your generosity , as always , is very much appreciated and never so important as in this health and economic crisis 

when we are witnessing  unprecedented challenges.  

In addition , should you require assistance or know of someone who does , please contact our SVP Regional Office 

at  02890351561 where your request will be treated confidentially and directed to our Conference. 

Our SVP shop, on the lower Ormeau Road, continues to accept donations and provide funds to assist our work. 

The shop is presently short of volunteers . Should you wish to give some time to support in the shop please 

contact Gerry on 02890325885.  

Parish Collections 
Many thanks to all those who have been able to contribute to the parish 

finances through standing order, PayPal or the parish envelopes.   

We recognise that this is a time of financial worry for many, and for that 

reason giving to the parish should be secondary to your own particular needs. 

 

Our Faithful Departed 

We pray for those who have died recently and for those whose anniversaries 
occur around this time. 
 
Recently Deceased 
Reg Byers, Desmond Carey, John O'Kane, Gerald Kelly, Eileen Higgins, Noelle 
Collins, Owen Coogan, Eugene McCarney, Rita Mc Gettrick, Mike Loder, Gwen 
Flanagan. 
 
Anniversaries 
William McGlinchey, Ann Conaghan, John McElhatton, Alex McAllister, Anne 
Mealing, Bishop Michael Dallat. 
 
May they rest in peace. 
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Baptisms& Weddings 
On Monday 6th July 2020 the NI Executive Office issued the following 

statement in relation to the celebration of Baptisms and Weddings. 

"Ministers have agreed that places of worship will be enabled to 

resume baptisms from Friday, July 10." 

 

So baptisms will resume in the parish from Monday 13th July. Only one 

child can be baptised at any one ceremony. Contact the parish office 

for further information or to book a baptism. 

 

The NI Executive also agreed that indoor marriage ceremonies in places of worship 

can resume from Friday, July 10th. The number of persons attending the wedding 

may be up to the capacity determined for the Church for the celebration of Mass, as 

per the risk assessment and following all requirements in relation to hygiene and 

social distancing.  

 

 

First Holy Communion   
 

Congratulations to the Primary 5 girls and boys of St. Bernard's 

Primary School, who made their First Holy Communion on Saturday 

12th September2020 . 

 

The children of St. Michael's, Holy Rosary and Forge schools will 

celebrate their First Holy Communion in St. 

Bernadette's church on the following dates: 

 

St. Michael's   Friday 25th September at 11am 

Holy Rosary and Forge Saturday 26th September at 11am. 

There are resources available on the Diocesan Website to help parents prepare 
their children for First Holy Communion. See www.downandconnor.orgThese may provide a short 
refresher programme for the children who will be making their First Holy Communion very soon. Details 
are available on the last page of this bulletin. 

Let us pray for the boys and girls as they continue to prepare to celebrate this sacrament. 

 
 

First Confession 

 

Dates for the celebration of First Confession (Reconciliation) 
have not been finalised yet, but will follow in due course. 
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First Friday Visits & Sick Calls 
In relation to home visitation, first Friday visits and 'sick calls' are still 

suspended. The Diocese is seeking professional advice as to best practice 

in relation to home visitation, so that these may be resumed safely, 

protecting everyone's health and wellbeing. 

 
 

 

Volunteer Cleaners & Stewards 
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to clean the chapel after Mass 
each day. Thank you also to all those who have been acting as stewards in the 
church. Your help is greatly appreciated and ensures that the church is able to 
be open for public and private prayer. 
 
New volunteers are always needed and welcome. E mail the parish office if 
you wish to volunteer. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUB Catholic Chaplaincy Reopens 21st September 2020 

The Catholic Chaplaincy at Queen’s reopens on Monday 21 September.  Our liturgies, faith events and social 

gatherings are popular with students and alumni.  We have a range of groups and societies whose activities 

appeal to a wide range of interests.  Our Chapel, Food Bar and study space are open throughout the academic 

year.  Wherever you are on your faith journey, know that we are here for you.  For more details visit 

qubcatholic.org or drop by for a coffee and chat at 28 Elmwood Avenue, Belfast. 

Facebook link to a welcome video: 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=613457662659672&extid=VWuGAapdA2czXP2q 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=613457662659672&extid=VWuGAapdA2czXP2q
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.amazon.in/NobleWorks-Big-Thank-Card-Envelope/dp/B00SC81RKY&psig=AOvVaw001zN5n2G3SpRRbvO2cJ-I&ust=1595109791083000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODhh4Ok1eoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Growth in Prayer and Reflective Living 
Drumalis, Larne – commencing Monday, 14 September (online by Zoom)  
 

Due to the success of last year’s course, applications are now being accepted for the new intake of this 
one-year programme for those who want a closer relationship with God.  Living out faith isn't easy 
against the backdrop of our fast-paced, noisy and instantaneous culture. The Growth in Prayer and 
Reflective Living course will give you the tools and space to become attuned to God's voice in the midst 
of the clamour. 
 

Taking place over 30 Monday Evenings from 7 pm – 9:30 pm, the course will take place initially by Zoom 
and eventually in-house when Drumalis re-opens.  Please note that it will also be possible to attend the 
whole series by Zoom if this is your preference.    
 

For further information, please contact 028 28276455/28272196 during office hours (Mon-Fri, 9 am – 5 
pm) or email maura@drumalis.co.uk   Details are also available on the Drumalis website - 
http://www.drumalis.co.uk 
 

 

“Is there Life after Covid-19? The Search for Meaning and Moral 
Values” with Dr Johnston McMaster 

Drumalis, Larne – commencing Monday, 22 September (online by Zoom) 
 
This Public Theology course by Zoom hosted by Drumalis will commence on 22 September and take 
place over eight Tuesday evenings from 7 pm – 9 pm.  It will explore two themes: The Search for 
Meaning and The Search for Moral Values.  The cost is £50 for the series.   To register or for further 
details, please contact Drumalis by phone during office hours (Mon – Fri, 9 am – 5 pm) – tel 028 
28272196 or 028 28276455, email drumalis@btconnect.com or check the website 
http://www.drumalis.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:drumalis@btconnect.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/rfm0CN8B9SNOrsm4zIv?domain=drumalis.co.uk
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First Holy Communion Preparation Resources for Families 

 

The Catechetics Council of the Irish Bishops Conference have produced a series of resources which would 
be very useful in the preparation of children for their First Holy Communion. They consist of three movie 
episodes (30mins each). In this three part series, Eleanor and Johanna along with Fr Chris help children 
prepare to celebrate Reconciliation and Holy Communion for the first time. 

These resources may be useful for parents in preparing their children for First Holy Communion. They 
may also provide a short refresherprogramme for the children who will be making their First Holy 
Communion soon. 

The materials are available at the Diocesan Website for ease of access. See www.downandconnor.org 

Details of the three sessions are set out below. 

Lesson 1: The sacrament of Reconciliation (or as some call it ‘Confession’) is the focus for this first 
lesson. 

Worksheet 1: Sacrament of Reconciliation (This can be down loaded from the diocesan website - see 
www.downandconnor.org) 

  

Lesson 2: In this second lesson for those preparing for Holy Communion, Eleanor and Johanna along 
with Fr Chris explain more about the different parts of  the Mass. 

Worksheet 2: Parts of the Mass (This can be down loaded from the diocesan website - see 
www.downandconnor.org) 

  

Lesson 3: In this final lesson, Eleanor and Johanna along with Fr Chris explain how to prepare and 
practice for receiving Holy Communion for the first time. 

Worksheet 3: Receiving Holy Communion (This can be down loaded from the diocesan website - see 
www.downandconnor.org) 

   

https://www.downandconnor.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/First-Holy-Communion-Worksheet-1.pdf
https://www.downandconnor.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Worksheet2.pdf
https://www.downandconnor.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Worksheet3.pdf
https://www.downandconnor.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/holy-communion-1.png
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